
“Special Ed. Reporting 101”

How the Reporting and Movement of Student 

Data affects Special Ed. Reporting  



• SIRS overview – The Flow of Data 

• Special Education Student Management Systems - reports 

and extracts from Frontline IEP / ClearTrack

• PD System

• Testing

• Common Data Reporting issues

• Understanding VR Reports and Federal Indicators

• Best Practices for Verifying Special Education Data

• Resources to help understand and verify Special Education 

Data

• Tips for Success

• Questions

Topics for Special Ed. Reporting 101



What in the World is SIRS?

Student

Information

Repository

System

Provides a single source of 

standardized individual student 

records for analysis at the 

local, regional, and State levels 

to improve student 

performance and to meet State 

and federal reporting 

accountability requirements



The Student Information Repository System

280+ pages worth 

of reporting 

requirements!



What types of information needs to be reported?

NYSAA Students
Preschool Enrollment

Type of Disability

Child Outcomes Summary Form 
(COSF)

504 Plans

Out of District Students

Special Ed. Events



The movement of Data from the 

District to NYSED



How do we keep track of students in SIRS?

New

York

State

Student

Identification

System

Student Information Repository System (SIRS)

Each student is identified with a 10-digit number 

when the student first enters the system.

1977113866



District Level Data

• Student Management Systems

• IEPDirect & ClearTrack

• WinCap & Finance Manager

• School Nutrition Program

• This information is maintained various people in 

your district

• Some of this information is subject to your own 

district policies
• EX. District APPR policy is negotiated with the Teacher’s Association 

and the district rubric will reflect the policy

Student Information Repository System (SIRS)

District



What extracts are pulled from these systems?

Demographics

AKA

Student Lite

Student Information Repository System (SIRS)

Address

Student ID

Homeroom

Gender

Birthdate

Diploma Type
Grade Level

Ethnicity

Name

Guardian

From Student Management System



What extracts are pulled from these systems?

Enrollment

AKA

Student Entry / Exit

Student Information Repository System (SIRS)

Student Start Date

Student End Date Transfer Reason

Ending Enrollment Codes

Grade Level

Student Building Location

From Student Management System



What extracts are pulled from these systems?

Programs Fact

Student Information Repository System (SIRS)

Free and Reduced Lunch

NYSAA 

Section 504Poverty 

Type of Disability

ELL

From Student Management System and 

Special Education System



What extracts are pulled from these systems?

Assessment Fact

Child Outcome Summary Form (COSF)
Required for populating VR 15 (Indicator #7) 

Student Information Repository System (SIRS)

From Special Education System



What extracts are pulled from these systems?

Special Education

Snapshots

Student Information Repository System (SIRS)

BEDS Day Snapshot
populates VR 1-9 Reports 

End of Year Snapshot
populates VR 13 Report 

From Special Education System



What extracts are pulled from these systems?

Special Education

Events

Student Information Repository System (SIRS)

Required for populating VR 11, VR 12 & VR 14 Reports

From Special Education System



• Extracts are pulled from the various systems

• The extracts are then uploaded to Level 0 

Student Information Repository System (SIRS)

Level 0



What is Level 0?

Student Information Repository System (SIRS)

Level 0

• Level 0 is a web-based application hosted by the Regional 

Information Centers (RICs) around the state. 

• Level 0 provides LEAs with the ability to enter (or load) and 

validate data against New York State (NYS) data collection 

formatting and business rules. 

• Level 0 is the first quality control check point for your data

– Errors in Level 0 must be resolved before the data will move 

on



Level 0



• The district must correct all Level 0 errors and “Lock” the data

• On Thursday evenings at 5:00pm the locked data is then 

exported from Level 0 to Level 1

Student Information Repository System (SIRS)

Level 0
Level 1



What is Level 1?

Student Information Repository System (SIRS)

• Level 1 is a series of regional repositories hosted by many of the 

local data centers

• Level 1 repositories include, at a minimum, all the data elements 

for State reporting requirements

• Users of the Level 1 repositories may also include additional data 

elements to meet local or regional needs, including data collected 

for local data analysis and reporting (state assessments)

Level 1



Level 1 repositories are used to prepare and combine 

data for submission to the Level 2 repository

Student Information Repository System (SIRS)

Level 1 Level 2



What is Level 2?

Student Information Repository System (SIRS)

• The Level 2 repository is a single statewide data warehouse, where all required student data 

from Level 1 are combined

• Level 2 holds records for all students, teachers, and non-teaching professionals

• Verification of data takes place at this level. Data at Level 2 are used to make 

accountability determinations 

• Level 2 provides data for many purposes including, but not limited to:

• Developing The New York State School Report Card; determining the accountability 

status of public and charter schools and districts

• Reporting Institutional Master File (IMF) and Personnel Master File (PMF) 

• Determining teacher and principal accountability 

• Linking student data with those of teachers and principals 

• Meeting federal reporting requirements

Level 2



1. Funding: Data submitted through SIRS is used to 

make decisions about district size, composition, 

needs etc…

2. Federal Reporting: NYSED uses information 

collected through SIRS to meet Federal reporting 

requirements

3. School Report Card: SIRS data is the main source 

of information for your School & District report 

cards

4. Compliance: Some SIRS data is used to ensure 

that districts are complying with state and federal 

education law

Student Information Repository System (SIRS)

How does this data get used? 




